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Editorial 

The Index of the previous ten volumes published in Natalia 11 revealed that 
a theme conspicuous by its absence was the history of the Indian community 
and its contribution to the tapestry of Natal life. 

1985 marks the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the arrival of 
the first indentured Indian labourers and thus provides a most suitable 
occasion to make good a regrettable deficiency in the scope of material 
published in Natalia. Accordingly we reproduce a letter by a literate 
indentured Indian supplied by Professor Surendra Bhana of the University 
of Durban-Westville, to whom we are also indebted for its editorial 
introductory note. Accompanying it is our first venture into oral history, the 
reminiscences of Mr Sam Chetty of Pietermaritzburg, recorded and edited 
by Mr Moray Comrie of the Natalia Editorial Committee. 

Not inappropriately, it is other members of the staff of the Department of 
History of the University of Durban-Westville whom we have to thank for 
further contributions on the theme of Indians in Natal: Dr Joy Brain for an 
unusual photographic essay on Indian immigration to and settlement in 
Natal (and we acknowledge the assistance of her husband, Dr Peter Brain, 
in the reproduction of the photographs), and Ms Uma Mesthrie for a 
substantial article on the South African assisted emigration scheme of 1927. 
Dr Rajend Mesthrie reports on his study of the evolution of distinct South 
African varieties of the Indian languages while Mr Robert Haswell of the 
University of Natal completes this part of Natalia 15 with a piece on the 
Indian contribution to the Pietermaritzburg townscape. 

1985 was ~lso the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
inauguration of the railway age in South Africa with the running of the first 
train from Durban to the Point, an event commemorated by the Railway 
Society of Southern Africa with an appropriate (if not precisely accurate) 
historical re-enactment by a special train with guests in a variety of 
nineteenth century costumes, hauled by the second oldest steam engine in 
the land. Mr Bruno Martin, also of the University of Natal, and a railway 
enthusiast, has contributed a substantial Note on these events. 

Three years ago Natalia recorded the centenary of the establishment of 
the Mariannhill monastery. We are now pleased to be able to carry an 
illustrated article on the work of its architect, Brother Nivard Streicher, both 
at Mariannhill and at various daughter houses. For this our thanks go to the 
well known Durban architect, Mr Robert Brusse, himself responsible for the 
recent splendid restoration of St Joseph's cathedral church at Mariannhill. 

For the rest, we are glad to be able to publish another offering by one of 
our most indefatigable contributors, Dr Peter Spiller of the School of Law at 
the University of Natal, Durban, this time on the controversy that erupted 
between the architects and their clients, the Catholic Church, over the 
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construction of Durban's Emmanuel Cathedral. The adjective 
'indefatigable' is also an appropriate one to apply to Dr Joy Brain who has 
supplied us with an interesting article in an unusual field - health and 
disease in colonial Natal. 

Travellers on the national road through the Natal midlands pass through 
the farm Bosch Hoek. We are grateful to Mrs Maryna Fraser, archivist of 
the Barlow Rand group, for tracing its history for us. 

In our Book Review section we publish a short article by Professor 
Michael Chapman, co-editor of the facsimile reprint of Voorslag 1 - 3, on 
Roy Campbell and his role in the production of that iconoclastic journal. 

To all our contributors, to the writers of obituaries, and to the members 
of the Editorial Committee who have attended many meetings, made many 
enquiries in search of material and done much proof-reading, my grateful 
thanks. Without so much talent and goodwill, freely given, there could be 
no Natalia. May the pleasure and profit of our readers be their reward. 

T.B. FROST 
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